Molecular chaperones as therapeutic targets in amyotrophic lateral sclerosis.
Neurodegenerative diseases are characterized by a number of common hallmarks, such as the presence of intracellular aggregates and activation of the apoptotic cell-death pathway. Intracellular chaperones, responsible for protein integrity and structural repair, may play a crucial role in the progression of a disease. In this paper, we aim to summarize our understanding of the role and potential of a particular family of chaperones, the heat-shock proteins, in neurodegeneration, by focusing our discussion on models of motoneuron death.